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"the flags of the United States of America shall be
joined to those of France, and displayed in the hall
of the sittings of the Convention, in sign of the
union and eternal fraternity of the two peoples."
In compliance with this decree Monroe soon after
presented an American flag to the Convention.
When the news of these proceedings reached the
State Department, a sharp note was sent to Monroe
"to recommend caution lest we be obliged at some
time or other to explain away or disavow an excess
of fervor, so as to reduce it down to the cool system
of neutrality." The French Government regarded
the Jay treaty as an affront and as a violation of
our treaties with France. Many American vessels
were seized and confiscated with their cargoes, and
hundreds of American citizens were imprisoned.
Washington thought that Monroe was entirely too
submissive to such proceedings; therefore, on
August 22, 1796, Monroe was recalled and soon
after Charles Cotesworth Pinckney was appointed
in his stead.
The representation of France in the United
States had been as mutable as her politics. Fau-
chet, who succeeded Genet, retired in June, 1795,
and was succeeded by Adet, who like his predeces-
sors, carried oil active interference with American